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ELECTRIC LOVE: Singer-songwriter BØRNS (above) performed for a large crowd of swooning Santa Clara students at the Activities Programming
Board Spring Concert in Leavey Athletic Center. The performance was part of his Blue Madonna World Tour, which began in October of last year.

W. Kamau Bell Has the Answers
Comedian talks
semi-seriously about
racism, inequality
Bella Rios

The Santa Clara
W. Kamau Bell, comedian and Santa
Clara’s Frank Sinatra artist chair, exposed
the absurdity of racism and why he thinks
the topic is a laughing matter.
There was hardly an empty seat in Mayer
Theater for Bell’s stand up performance on
Wednesday, May 2. Along with discussing
racism, Bell explained that his position as
the Frank Sinatra artist chair entails shadowing classes and making people uncomfortable.
In his talk, Bell integrated visuals, relevant news stories and personal narrative
to discuss racism and humorously expose its
ridiculousness. Bell explained that racism
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is deeply entrenched in American society.
“America is like a giant pool and racism
is the person who keeps peeing in the pool,”
Bell said with a chuckle. “Even though you’re
at the other end of the pool, you’re still in a
pool with pee in it.”
Bell said that for white people, addressing racism can be difficult, so people of color
and allies who want to engage in such dialogues must be patient.
“We have to treat them like [we’re] their
personal trainers at the gym,” Bell said.
“They are coming out of shape from the
racism discussion and we got to start them
on the treadmill. We have to find ways in
which we can discuss [blatant] racism before we [talk about] scary institutionalized
and structural racism.”
The show began with Bell criticizing
Kanye West’s comments to TMZ about
slavery having been a choice.
“Well, I guess it was a choice for the white
people who enslaved us,” Bell said. “Should
we enslave them? I think we should. That’s a
good choice. But it’s not a choice that black
and brown people made.”

www.thesantaclara.org

He praised Van Lathan, a TMZ Senior
Producer, who explained to Kanye the danger of his words.
According to Bell, Lathan’s speech was
an ideal conversation about racism.
“[His speech is] filled with love [when
he says] ‘brother you are disappointing me.’
That’s the kind of conversation I’d like to
have when we’re talking about race and racism,” Bell said. “He doesn’t call him stupid,
he doesn’t indict him, but he holds him to a
standard. It’s filled with love but also disappointment.”
Throughout his talk, Bell cited several
examples of blatant racism to explain it’s
prevalence in our society.
One example included a Red Cross informational poster about safe behavior in
the pool.
The poster included illustrations of children at the pool, in which all of the ‘unsafe’
children were children of color.
Bell said that Colin Kaepernick’s kneel-
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See COMEDIAN, Page 3

Although toxic gas and molten lava sound
like things straight out of a sci-fi novel, they
are just a few of the real-life dangers many
Hawaii residents have been trying to escape
for the past couple of days.
Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano has decimated 26
homes since it began spewing lava hundreds
of feet into the air last week.
The volcano is located on the southernmost
island of the state, Hawaii island, also known
as the Big Island.
The affected homes were in the Leilani
Estates subdivision, on the eastern tip of the
Big Island, where molten rock, toxic gas and
steam have been bursting through openings
in the ground created by the volcano.
In addition to the erratic lava flows, Big
Island residents have been shaken by more
than 1,000 earthquakes over the past week,
ranging from small rattles to a 6.9 magnitude
quake that cut power for 14,000 people.
As of now, lava has spread around 387,500
square feet surrounding the most active fissure, though the rate of movement is slow.
There was no indication when the lava might
stop or how far it might spread. As of now,
there have been no fatalities or serious injuries due to the eruption.
“The eruption of a volcano, for the most
part, can be unpredictable yet unstoppable,”
said Cory Yamagata, a Santa Clara junior from
the Big Island. “You cannot simply spray some
water on the steady flow to slow it down. It
will have no impact on the lava burning at
1,600 degrees.”
Yamagata was born and raised in KailuaKona on the eastern side of the island, opposite the volcano. Living on the other side
of the island, Yamagata’s family has not been
directly affected by the volcano at this point.
An active volcano in their backyard is
something residents of the Big Island have
become accustomed to. Kilauea volcano itself has been active for between 300,000 to
600,000 years, emerging above the ocean’s
surface about 100,000 years ago.
Kilauea is an active volcano because the
Big Island is currently located above the hot
spot that created each of the Hawaiian islands,
starting more than four million years ago.
The hot spot, which stems from the planet’s
core, stays in place while the Earth’s plates
move across it at a rate of around 1 inch per
year, creating a new island each time lava
surfaces.
Although Kilauea (pronounced kill-ahWAY’-ah), is one of the world’s most active
volcanoes and has been erupting continuously
since 1983, it goes in and out of large eruption
See KILAUEA, Page 3
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CAMPUS SAFETY
Alcohol-Related Medical Emergency
May 3: A campus resident was observed having
difficulty walking and appeared intoxicated in the Swig
Residence Hall lobby. SCU EMS was contacted and
responded. The resident was escorted back to her room.
A fake ID was found in her possession and was confiscated
for disposal.
May 4: A student was found intoxicated at the exterior
of Leavey Center. He was evaluated by SCU EMS. SCFD
was contacted and responded. He was transported to
O’Connor Hospital by paramedics.

Information Report
May 4: Campus Safety assisted a campus resident
in St. Clare Hall to investigate a marijuana smell in the
resident’s room. No marijuana was found inside the room.
May 6: A parent notified CSS that her daughter who
lives on campus was sexually assaulted by a student at
an off-campus location. SCPD had already been notified
and is handling the case.

Medical Emergency
May 4: A student injured his knee and ankle during a
concert in Leavey Center. He was given medical assistance
by SCU EMS.
May 5: A campus resident requested medical
assistance for an injured ankle she sustained at an offcampus location. She was assisted by SCU EMS.
May 7: A student was reported having a bleeding nose
and vomiting at Kenna Hall. He declined SCFD response
and was escorted to Cowell Health Center.
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Adjuncts Ask ASG For Support
Senate discusses
pros and cons of
unionization
Emma Pollans and
Celia Martinez

Associate Reporters
The buzz of unionization brought
multiple students to this week’s Associated Student Government (ASG) meeting. Adjunct lectures Natalie Linnell of
the mathematics and computer science
department and Angela Holzmeister
of the classics department explained to
the senate their reasons for wanting to
unionize.
During the previous week’s meeting,
members of the senate—along with sophomore Emma Stinson from Santa Clara
Community Action Program’s Labor Action Committee—presented a resolution,
that if passed, would allow adjunct lecturers to vote to unionize.
More than half of the professors at
Santa Clara are lecturers. Linnell and
Holzmeister explained that lecturers do
not get paid as much as tenure professors,
do not receive as many benefits, nor are
they allowed to vote on certain issues.

Theft

They also noted that most university
lecturers are on one-year contracts, meaning that every year they have to interview
for their job and often do not know if they
will be rehired until late in the school year.
“Lecturers don’t have the stability that
tenure-stream faculty have at this university,” Holzmeister said.
Linnell points to unionization as a
way that will “allow [them] to work together with the university to improve
the situation for lecturers on campus.”
Holzmeister agreed, saying that they are
looking to “negotiate and work with the
administration.”
The main concern from the members
of the senate, as well as students in the
audience, had to do with the possibility
of a tuition increase.
In response to this, Linnell and Holzmeister made three points. Firstly, Linnell said that unionization is not shown
to have a measurable effect on tuition.
Holzmeister also pointed to the fact that
“tution in the United States is rising and
it has been for thirty years.”
To sum it up, Linnell said, “I think it is
really a matter of what are the university’s
priorities.”
Despite this, students and members
of the senate seemed unconvinced. They
continued to voice their fear about the
possibility of another tuition increase.
Junior senator Alex Perlman ad-

dressed an additional concern: the potential strike or walk-out of all adjunct
lecturers.
However, it was noted that strikes are
rare in other universities where unionization occurred.
Apart from talk about unionization,
Sophomore Maria Nelson talked to the
senate about “Odyssey,” a national writing
platform for college students.
Nelson hopes to attain registered student organization status for the Odyssey
at Santa Clara.
To conclude the meeting, Senate
Chair Aly Motzel presented to the senate a brief introduction of Measure A, a
bill that would change the way in which
city council members are elected in the
city of Santa Clara.
Members of the Multicultural Center
brought this to the attention of ASG as
some believe it unconstitutionally disenfranchises minority voters.
The senate will hear more about the
bill in the coming weeks, as well as decide
if they will seek a resolution against the
bill. The bill will appear on the June ballot.
The next senate meeting will take place
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 10 in Charney
201.
Contact Emma Pollans at epollans@scu.
edu and Celia Martinez at c4martinez@
scu.edu or call (408) 554-4852.

News in Brief

May 2: A laptop was reported missing from the men’s
restroom in Lucas Hall after it was left unattended. The
student was advised to file a report with SCPD.
May 4: A cell phone was reported stolen from Lucas
Hall room 200C when left unattended for a few minutes.
May 4: A MacBook and an HP laptop were reported
stolen from Lucas Hall when left unattended for a few
minutes. SCPD was notified.

Global

Trespassing
May 3: A non-affiliate male was reported harassing
students and asking for money at the Benson patio. He
was admonished for trespassing and escorted off campus
by Campus Safety.
May 3: A non-affiliate male was reported exposing
himself on Alviso and Santa Clara Streets. He was
verbally aggressive toward a Campus Safety officer when
questioned. The Santa Clara Police Department was
contacted and responded. He was taken into custody for
indecent exposure and trespassing.

•

President Trump announced Tuesday afternoon that the U.S. will be withdrawing
from the Iran Nuclear Deal, which was originally made to put limits on Iran’s
nuclear energy program.

•

North Korea has freed three U.S. citizens after more than a year of captivity in hard
labor camps. Their convictions have been widely condemned as a violation of human
rights.

•

The government of Congo has confirmed an Ebola breakout in their country with
two verified cases. Officials believe that at least 17 people have died from this most
recent outbreak so far.

National

From Campus Safety reports.
Email news@thesantaclara.org.

CORRECTIONS
The front-page photo “EMPOWER WOMEN” in the
previous issue miscredited the photographer who took
the photo. It was Maren Stratte, not Cesar Tesen. The
Santa Clara sincerely regrets the error (Page 1, Issue
21, May 3, 2018).

•

New York State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman resigned Monday following
sexual assault allegations by four women published in “The New Yorker.”

•

With the slow but steady legalization of marijuana across the nation, U.S. employers
are dropping drug testing from their application process in order to get more new
hires.

•

Facebook announced its new dating feature earlier this week. People took to Twitter
to point out its striking similarities to the popular dating app, Hinge.

Santa Clara
Check out the Campus Safety Report online:

•

Graham Residence Hall will have gender inclusive restrooms until May 18 as a pilot
test period for future university construction projects.

facebook.com/scucss
@SCUCampusSafety

•

This year’s Out of the Darkness, a suicide prevention walk, will be held Saturday,
May 12 at 9 a.m. in the Alameda Mall. Organizers hope to raise $5,000 toward suicide
prevention and education.
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It’s a Bird, It’s a Plane, It’s a... Drone?
University floats
idea of drones as
campus service
Emma Pollans

Associate Reporter
Students are spreading their
wings and developing a business
model to offer a drone-flying service to various groups at Santa Clara.
Senior Taylor Mau is one of those
students, working on a business plan
for an effective way for the Robotics
Systems Laboratory (RSL) to complete drone flights for the university.

“We’re trying to set up a business
model so that it will be a sustainable
way to do tasks for the university,”
Mau said. “Facilities wanted funding for some balconies in the new
[School of Engineering] building.
So we took a picture from where
the balconies would be and what
the view would look like from them.”
In their first project, the RSL flew
a drone up to the height of the proposed deck and took a picture of the
view that students and faculty would
see overlooking the site.
“We have some stunning images—before the building is even
built—of what the viewshed will look
like,” said Associate Vice President
for University Operations Chris
Shay. “These images will have people

projecting ahead and seeing what
they will get to enjoy soon.”
In 2015, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) reclassified
drones as small Unmanned Aircraft
Systems which subsequently prohibited their flight near airports
without prior approval. This led
the university’s risk management
department to enact a complete ban
on flying drones at Santa Clara.
In a campus-wide email sent in
September of 2015, Director of Risk
Management and Compliance Sam
Florio informed the community of
the new ruling.
“Under current law and Federal Aviation Administration rules,
drones are prohibited from being
flown over the Santa Clara Univer-

sity campus property, primarily due
to Santa Clara University’s proximity to Mineta San Jose Airport,” he
wrote in the email.
According to Florio, the prohibition applies to students, faculty, staff
and third parties such as wedding
photographers “for any reason and
under any circumstances.”
In March 2018, the RSL gained
approval to fly drones for various
groups on campus, as long as proper
approval was granted prior to each
flight.
Christopher Kitts, director of the
RSL, says that this permit had been
granted after working with various
groups within Santa Clara, including
legal counsel, environmental health
and safety, risk management and

campus safety.
“We’d been working with the university for about two years to come
up with a flight policy and approval
process that meets FAA requirements, local laws, best practices,
etc.,” Kitts said.
Until the end of the year, the RSL
has a permit for a specific pilot to
fly two specific drones to provide
photography and video services to
various groups at Santa Clara.
Future RSL projects include
working with the Alumni Office to
create drone-based videos of campus.
Contact Emma Pollans at
epollans@scu.edu or call (408)
554-4852.

Comedian Talks “Ending Racism in About an Hour”
Continued from Page 1

-ing during the national anthem was an invitation to talk
about structural and institutionalized racism. However,
Bell felt the opportunity fell
short when the conversation
instead focused on the national anthem itself.
The national anthem was
first integrated into baseball,
and later other sports, as a
marketing strategy to to engage people before the game.
If the song is the focal point of
the conversation, Bell said we
should pick a song that does
not reference dead slaves in

its second verse.
“If we’re going to talk
about the song instead of institutionalized and structural
racism, then let’s talk about
the song,” Bell said. “I don’t
think this is the right song we
should be singing. ”
Bell addressed the importance of the Black Lives
Matter movement and spoke
about the negative connotations of the phrase “All Lives
Matter.”
“It was a phrase that was
invented to attack the Black
Lives Matter movement,” Bell
said. “The phrase did not exist
as a phrase in the public con-

sciousness until Black Lives
Matter came up and it was a
way to take away attention
from Black Lives Matter. So
when you say it, you’re actually using it to oppress black
people and people of color.”
In light of the arrest of two
black men in a Philadelphia
Starbucks earlier this month,
Bell told the audience to not
see such incidents as isolated
but rather indicative of the
larger scope of racism.
“The same racism that got
those people kicked out of the
restaurant, me kicked out of
the Elmwood cafe, the brothers arrested at Starbucks.

Kilauea Volcano
Rocks Aloha State
Continued from Page 1

phases.
Despite the fact that the volcano
itself is only causing damage to a
specific part of one island, the misconceptions of the eruption have
been affecting people statewide.
In a state that runs on its tourism
industry, Hawaii businesses have
been greatly impacted by people’s
fear of Kilauea, even though it is
unwarranted at times.
“There has been tons of cancellations,” Robert Hughes, owner of the
Aloha Junction Bed and Breakfast
in the town of Volcano, told Hawaii
News Now. “We’ve lost about 10
or 14 reservations within the past
couple days.”
According to Hawaii News Now,
Hughes has tried to explain to customers that his Bed and Breakfast
is simply located in the town of
Volcano and the actual volcano is
more than an hour away.None of the
other Hawaiian islands have active
volcanoes and, therefore, will never
experience lava flows or eruptions.
As for other effects like air pollution
and earthquakes, the other islands
are not being impacted at this time.
Santa Clara first-year, Caitlin
Suh, is from Oahu and has not been
directly impacted by the volcano as
of now, but is unsure what kind of
repercussions the volcanic smoke
and earthquakes will have on her
family back at home.
“I know I’m not as affected as
those who live on the Big Island by
the volcano,” Suh said. “But in the
back of my mind, there is a part of
me that wonders what could happen
if things got really bad and how that

would affect my family and me.”
In terms of upcoming lava
flows, scientists find it difficult
to predict just how long they will
continue.
The U.S. Geological Survey’s
(USGS) Hawaiian Volcano Observatory issued a notice in
mid-April that there were signs
of pressure building in underground magma, and a new vent
could form on the cone or along
what’s known as the East Rift
Zone. Leilani Estates sits along
the zone.
The crater floor began to
collapse on April 30, triggering
earthquakes and pushing lava
into new underground chambers
that carried it toward Leilani
Estates and nearby communities.
On Friday, the magnitude-6.9
earthquake hit the area. It was
Hawaii’s largest earthquake in
more than 40 years.
The number of lava-venting
fissures in the neighborhood has
grown to as many as 10, USGS
Volcanologist Wendy Stovall told
the Associated Press. Though
some have quieted at various
points, scientists expect the fissures to keep spewing.
“There’s more magma in the
system to be erupted,” Stovall
said. “As long as that supply is
there, the eruption will continue.”
AP contributed reporting.
Contact Kimi Andrew at
kandrew@scu.edu or call (408)
554-4852.

That’s the same racism that
killed Stephon Clark,” Bell
said.
Bell looped back to talk
about the “scary racism” he
mentioned at the beginning
of his show: structural racism. He said that racist housing policy hindered people
of color from accumulating
generational wealth through
property ownership.
“Black and brown people
couldn’t do that because we
couldn’t get bank loans to buy
property and we couldn’t buy
properties in our neighborhood,” Bell said.
In response to those who

deny Trump’s racism, Bell referenced several of Trump’s
racist incidents, including
the 1973 federal investigation
into his anti-Black bias and
his calling of several African
and Latin American countries
“s***hole countries.”
Bell said that white people,
even if they did not vote for
Trump, must work to end
racism and Trump’s white
supremacy.
“It’s on you to end the racism of white people while it’s
on us to collect our people just
like black people are working
now on Kanye,” Bell said.
Bell explained that race is

an arbitrary, social construct
used to divide people. However, to dismantle racism, one
must understand race.
“Race is a fake concept
that evolves and changes
over time,” Bell said. “White
people are in charge of determining who’s white. It
wasn’t that long that Polish
people weren’t white, Italians
weren’t white, Irish weren’t
white but you all graduated to
whiteness. When do the black
people get to graduate?”
Contact Bella Rios at rios@
scu.edu or call (408) 5544852.
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Review: Messages Miss the Mark in “Tully”
Brand new, star-studded film from
“Juno” director fails to deliver
Peter Schutz

your own children.
Sleep is the beginning and end of every day for every person, yet so rarely does one stop and truly appreciate its power.
You don’t plan to sleep, you fall asleep. In fact, you only really
think about sleep when you’re deprived of it. Marlo and Drew
have their doubts about hiring extra help—mostly Drew, since

The Santa Clara
There is a wise saying, often heard on airplanes, that you
should secure your own oxygen mask before helping others.
In his latest film, “Tully,” director Jason Reitman captivates
his audience in much the same way as he did with “Juno”—emphasizing the stress of motherhood. Charlize Theron plays an
overwhelmed mother named Marlo who is pregnant with her
third child at 40 years old. One of Marlo’s daughters, nine-yearold Sarah (Lia Frankland), is starting to feel insecure and shy.
Marlo knows that this is a necessary part of growing up, but
also knows, as she remarks to another character: “It doesn’t
get any easier for girls.” Her son, Jonah (Asher Miles Fallica),
is starting to act out in school—his school principal calls it
“quirky.” The proverbial plane is losing altitude.
Marlo, a good mom, tries desperately to help her kids. But
there is only so much she can do with another baby due any
day—she is physically exhausted, mentally strained and by
the time her baby arrives, has sunk into postpartum depression. Marlo has a darkness behind her eyes and stretch marks
everywhere—her daughter, Sarah, asks, “Mom, what’s wrong
with your body?” It is around this time that Marlo realizes her
own oxygen mask is still hanging above her head.
Here, Reitman challenges the ideal of a perfect mother, the
kind you see on old TV shows. The only problem is I think he
would be hard-pressed to find someone who disagrees with the
main themes of “Tully.” We immediately recognize the plight
of Marlo, because suburban ennui is near canonical in modern
American culture—everyone’s seen “Desperate Housewives,”
right? “Tully” attempts to save face by giving the audience
real, nicely detailed characters to balance out the conceptual
backdrop. The foil to Marlo’s struggle, for one, is her wealthy
brother Craig (Mark Duplass). Craig seems to have his life
in order. His wife shows no signs of distress with their three
kids—their secret is a night nanny, someone to take care of
the young children at night so the parents can get their rest.
Marlo and her husband, Drew (Ron Livingston), see the
night nanny as a deal with the devil. It’s a choice between the
nurturing power of sleep, or the traditional values of rearing

FACEBOOK

Charlize Theron plays the lead role in Jason Reitman’s new film, “Tully.”
Since its realease, her performance has gained widespread critical acclaim.

his parenting role is relegated to post-work. “Tully” seems
to ask whether the job of “parent” can be outsourced to a
stranger—that question, however, is mostly avoided over the
course of the film.
Marlo cracks and hires the titular night nanny, Tully, played

by Mackenzie Davis. After her first time meeting Marlo, Tully
muses that by the time Marlo wakes up, the baby will be a different being—we all grow in our sleep, but with babies these
changes are much more significant. At this point the film begins
to grapple with great, timeless questions, regarding nature
versus nurture, feminine friendship, the psyche of a mother
and much more. It is disappointing, then, that the script can’t
keep up with the rest of “Tully.”
A lot of great questions are asked in “Tully,” but none are
sufficiently explored. Little dynamics arise throughout the
film that could lend themselves to some excellent filmmaking,
but time and time again Reitman and Cody skirt around these
questions for more simplistic character sketches—montages,
one-liners and other cinematic clichés are applied liberally to
raw parts of the screenplay, essentially maiming what could
be impactful sequences.
It is highly suggested that Jonah is on the spectrum, which
is where the start of the film’s troubles begin. A key scene early
on shows a meeting between Marlo and Jonah’s principal, who
is explaining to Marlo that Jonah is to be “dismissed” from
kindergarten—not “expelled,” because that would be a punishment—due to his special needs. The idea that a principal of a
kindergarten calling autism a “quirk” in 2018 is inconceivable,
and I can’t help but be taken out of the film when glaring flaws
in the script appear—additionally, Marlo’s obvious postpartum
depression is oddly overlooked by everyone in her life, including her own ostensibly caring husband.
The dialogue is functional, but when the characters try to
be touching, sarcastic or bold, their lines usually fall unfortunately flat. “Tully” is a movie you can’t help but root for, but
the pessimistic sarcasm throughout it is mismatched from the
tone of the rest of the film.
Theron, for her part, puts on an impassioned, believable
performance, as does the more frenetic Davis—their yin-yang
contrast is a high-point in the film, as is the masculine insecurity of Duplass and Livingston’s interplay.
“Tully” ends with another interesting directorial flair, one
that clarifies some of the more surreal sequences earlier in the
film but is deeply unsatisfying nonetheless. After a thoughtprovoking twist, “Tully” sputters to a non-conclusion before
the credits roll—is that it? There’s certainly components here
for a fine film, but the trite screenplay of “Truly” refuses to let
you really sink into the characters or plot.
Contact Peter Schutz at pschutz@scu.edu or call (408) 5544852.

Babbling and Blinking at Local Art Institute
All eyes on the audience
in Chris Eckert’s new,
dystopian art exhibition
Ethan Beberness
The Santa Clara

I sat alone on the floor in the middle of the
gallery, with eight independently focused eyes
watching me from behind. In front of me, piles
of paper spilled onto the floor as wall-mounted
machines outfitted with pens scribbled in English, Spanish, Portuguese, French and German.
The eyes squeaked as they darted between
myself and two newcomers. The writing machines beeped, and the electronic grind of the
pens mimicking human handwriting onto unravelling spools of paper was audible above the
newcomers’ conversation.
This surreal moment took place in the gallery dedicated to Santa Clara alumnus Chris
Eckert’s installations of “Blink” and “Babel,”
two works in which Eckert examines society’s
relationship with technology and the divulgence of personal information we casually
agree to when signing up for media services
such as Facebook, SnapChat or Uber.
“Blink” is a group of eight eerily realistic
eyes installed in individual panels on one wall
of the gallery.
Each eye has a set of eyelids as well, allowing it to express a range of emotions, including
surprise, suspicion and boredom, according to
Eckert’s website. As visitors inspect the gal-

Although I was not told that I was being
lery, the eyes follow them using face-tracking
recorded, I guess I shouldn’t have been sursoftware.
“Interacting with one eye is interesting, but prised. I continued to sit and watch the people
imagine a public space populated with numer- in the gallery walk up to the eyes and inspect
ous eye sculptures—all of them following you, them, even after I was no longer in the video
watching your every move,” Eckert speculates stream.
Until I reached the unmentioned room at
in a statement on his website. That mental
the end of the exhibit, Eckert’s work didn’t feel
image is beyond unsettling.
like a critique so much as an observa“Babel” is another wall installation
tion. The brochure that accomfeaturing twenty writing machines
panied the exhibit made
programmed by Eckert to mimEckert’s intention more
ic twenty unique styles of
clear with the following
human handwriting.
quote from George
Each machine uses a
Orwell’s “1984”:
pen to constantly scrawl
“The choice for
phrases specific to the
mankind lies becountry in which the
tween freedom and
language is spoken
happiness and for
whenever the gallery
the great bulk of the
is open.
population, happiOn the piles of paper
ness is better.”
that writhe beneath the
For those unfamilmachines, visitors can see
iar with Orwell’s work,
past sentences the machines
COURTESY OF SJICA
“1984” takes place in a futurhave written after finding conistic, dystopian society where the
tent through a program that scans for
“phrases from the Internet that are pertinent government constantly monitors its citizens.
to each language’s country of origin,” according “Blink” is a play on the surveillance system
that Orwell’s fictional government employs,
to a statement by the artist.
Nothing in the exhibit’s description men- and “Babel” is a reflection of the records kept
tions the room around the corner of the end by the government regarding the activities
of the gallery.
of citizens.
In the room, a projector displays the video
While, obviously, the Internet may lead to
feeds of each camera with just enough delay a more saturated, cookie-cutter world full of
that, when you enter the room, you briefly people pursuing the same dreams the same
watch yourself experience the exhibit, un- way, there are benefits for rebels and nonconformists on the Internet as well. In using the
aware that you are being monitored.

above phrase to consider the effects of technology, Eckert is missing something very important—the role that social media has played
in activism since the advent of Facebook and
Twitter. Entire revolutions, such as the January 25 Revolution in Egypt or the Green Revolution in Iran, have been organized online.
It’s difficult to resist technology and monitoring. Right now, I’m typing this article into
a Google Doc. I just received an invitation to
a friend’s birthday party via Facebook. Last
night, I posted a photo to Instagram and communicated with friends using SnapChat.
All these services have access to an enormous amount of information about me and
my online behavior. I’ve consented to their
possession of that information because I’ve
chosen to follow the socially normal route to
pursuing happiness.
At the end of “1984,” the protagonist’s hope
for rebellion fails. Big Brother, the symbolic
name for the government’s surveillance system, is so pervasive and complete that any
attempt at subversion is immediately spotted
and thwarted.
Sure, you can delete your Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc. But good luck trying to be
completely untraceable, especially as a young
person entering the workforce. You need all
the connections you can get.
And while Orwell was worried about the
government monitoring its citizens, we’ve
gladly given corporations the legal authority
to do just that.
Contact Ethan Beberness at ebeberness@scu.
edu or call (408) 554-4852.
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Voices of Santa Clara: Harshi Mogallapalli

Santa Clara student
discusses leadership,
education and activism
Gavin Cosgrave

Special Correspondent
Harshi Mogallapalli (say “Hershey” like the chocolate) is the Director of SCCAP (Santa Clara Community Action Program), Santa
Clara’s volunteering and community service student organization.
Her passion for community service
started young when she founded a
non-profit in high school to bring
music into an afterschool program
in urban Milwaukee. While at Santa
Clara, she has taken advantage of
several of Santa Clara’s summer
programs including Global Fellows
and the Jean Donovan Fellowship
to travel to The Gambia and Nepal.
Gavin Cosgrave: How did you
start a non-profit in high school?
Harshi Mogallapalli: I started
a non-profit as a sophomore in high
school. I loved music, and I learned
classical Indian singing since I was
five years old. I’m from a little town
outside of Milwaukee. There was
another school more of the inner

city that had an after-school program. They didn’t have any activities, it was just kids hanging out
with supervising teachers. I asked
if I could come in once a week and
incorporate music into the afterschool program. It was definitely a
learning experience because I don’t
know if I took time to listen to the
community and what they needed.
If I didn’t have that experience, I
might not have learned the importance of listening.
GC: Were there any SCCAP
experiences in your first year that
made an impact on you?
HM: My first SCCAP experience
was what made me stick with it. A
group of people with my scholarship went to Julian Street Inn, a
transitional shelter in San Jose. We
go, we make breakfast, we serve it
and eat with the residents there.
The leader of that program named
Julia was sitting at the table and
one of the residents told her, “This
breakfast is so delicious. Thank you
so much for coming every Saturday
and making this breakfast for us.”
I realized that Julia wakes up at 5
a.m. every Saturday to make breakfast, and I realized that those were
the people I wanted to hang out
with. That’s when I decided that
SCCAP would be where I found my
people.
GC: What were your goals as
director this year?
HM: My main focus was to do
something about the polarization.
When I was department coordinator, the whole president fiasco
happened and things just exploded.
I thought that SCCAP had to handle

it. The director at the time did a
fantastic job, but it’s a really hard
problem to deal with right when
it happened. I knew that I had the
privilege of being director at a time
when things have calmed down a
little bit. People need to be able to
talk to each other.
My main focus was the implementation of issue-based meetings.
The third Monday of every month,
we have meetings dedicated to an
issue. We’ve talked about feminism,
the new policies of Betsy DeVos for
education, one about the LGBTQ
community. Anyone can come, and
the point is not to bias you in any
way, but to provide you with an
education. We want to invite different opinions—because for me—
there’s a story behind every opinion
and it’s worth knowing what those
stories are.
GC: This past summer you did a
Jean Donovan Fellowship project
in Nepal. What were the highlights
of that experience?
HM: Nepal is my favorite
country on the planet. I love everything about it. I decided to go
there because I see myself working at least a little bit in India. I
wanted a country similar to India
and nearby, but different. In my
program, I volunteered at a rural
health clinic in the mountains. I
would do an hour hike every day
in the morning and evening to get
to the clinic. We would get two
or three patients a day, take their
vitals and learn Nepalese.I also
worked in Katmandu, the capital
of Nepal, in a big community hospital. Five floors, 10 departments,

PHOTO BY NICK KNIVETON

Harshi Mogallapalli is currently a senior at Santa Clara. Among her myriad achieve
ments, she currently serves as the Director of the SCCAP program on campus.

doctors and patients everywhere.
There I learned what a busy healthcare environment is like.
GC: How does your major of
biology tie into your abroad experiences?
HM: In biology, you do research, and often it doesn’t seem
like social justice work, but I’ve noticed how many scientists do social
justice work. Actual scientists look
at health disparities and what that
means in terms of genetics and
medicine. Scientific literature is
actually an incredibly powerful
method for advocating for a community. By going to The Gambia,
I was able to get the experience of
being in a community that I’m not
from. From biology, I was able to
build the tools I need to further

StaClaraPaper_5_96x8.pdf

Henry’s Hi-Life
Noah Sonnenburg
Scene Editor

Italy is famous for its pasta,
coastlines and fine cars. Barbecue
though, not so much.
San Jose’s historic Little Italy
lines the sidewalks of Almaden Boulevard. It sits just past the hustle and
bustle of San Pedro Square under a
busy, noisy overpass. The small strip
is bubbling with delicately retained
culture and overflows with Italianowned businesses.
It serves mostly as a testament
to the large Italian population that
settled in the area during the 1880s.
Complete with a museum as well
as refurbished historic buildings, it
stands proudly as a monument to
ancestors in an increasingly modern city.
Well, where does the barbecue fit
in here? Frankly, it doesn’t. And we
should be grateful for that. Amidst
the small, robust array of Italianthemed shops stands one strange
carnivorous outsider.
Henry’s World Famous Hi-Life
is a hot, humid, musty, bustling
barbecue dive. For years, dedicated
customers have busted down their
doors for top-notch nosh, but it was
only this year that I was enlightened
to this San Jose icon.
A while ago my buddy’s family
invited me to get dinner there and
I got excited. What’s not to love?
Charred meat that I can get for free?
Sure, I won’t be picky. Sign me up.We
reached the restaurant around 7:30
p.m. in our rental, which had been
hot-boxed by its previous occupants.
My friend, his sister, his grandmother and I hopped out and wrestled our
way into the overcrowded bar/wait-

ing room. While it was near 40 degrees outside, I felt like I had jumped
right into the pit with the cows and
pigs I would later scarf down.
It was immediately apparent
what made this spot so special. The
wait time was ungodly, but the food
was divine.
Thick, heavily priced cuts of
smoked, smoldering meat were
tossed at us alongside decadent
baked potatoes. Each bite felt inviting, warming and savory.
However, it wasn’t just the
charred muscle tissue that sold me
wholly on this hole-in-the-wall. Instead, it was the charm and the history of the place that made me fall
in love with it.
Even though its offerings fall far
from the typical fare of any Italian
joint, the decorations on the wall
speak to the legacy of the building
it stands in. In fact, it was midbathroom break that I discovered
the building the restaurant stands in
was built in 1900 and served as lowcost housing for Italian immigrants.
While the business opened its
doors far after the building itself
was erected, the restaurant has
preserved its hominess and history
throughout its decades of service.
Even out in the dining area we
mingled with other customers and
shared thoughts with total strangers—an experience we owe entirely
to the environment.
If you need a break from the usual
dining experience, a place to take
your family or if you need a heaping serving of delightfully arteryclogging goodness, head to Henry’s
Hi-Life.
Contact Noah Sonnenburg at
nasonnenburg@scu.edu or call
(408) 554-4852.
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their cause.
GC: What are your plans after
graduating?
HM: That’s a good question! I’m
still looking at multiple jobs. In the
long run, I want to go to medical
school and become a doctor. The
lessons I’ve learned at Santa Clara
about how to be an advocate and
how to listen to other people have
been great practice for being a doctor.
“Voices of Santa Clara,” profiles
noteworthy students and faculty.
The Q & A is excerpted from the
“Voices of Santa Clara” podcast.
Visit voicesofsantaclara.com or
search “Voices of Santa Clara” on
the iTunes Podcast App to hear the
whole interview.

8:35:02 AM

Take Caltrain
On Race Day!

Caltrain will run three extra pre-race trains to the 2018
Bay to Breakers on Sunday, May 20 and three Belmont
Express trains after the race. Trains will depart San Jose
Diridon at 5:50 a.m., 6 a.m. and 6:15 a.m., just in time for
the 8 a.m. start. Avoid long ticket lines and pre-purchase
your Bay to Breakers ticket by downloading the Caltrain
Mobile Ticket App starting May 13.
Visit caltrain.com/baytobreakers
for schedule and information.
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Marisa Rudolph

Students on Both Sides of the Fence Over Mock Wall
“Oh my god, what are they protesting now?” was one of the many
complaints that Santa Clara Community Action Program (SCCAP)
and Multicultural Center members
heard as we tabled at the Mock Border Wall last week.
The fence was an eyesore and
an inconvenience—something that
jarred our senses. We have all become accustomed to the perfectly
pruned “reality” that is Santa
Clara’s idyllic campus. I love to
bask under the palm trees as much
as the next person, but this bubble
surrounds us and makes it hard
to challenge each other with new
thoughts and ideas. The palm trees
are a barrier to creating discourse
that isn’t pretty or easy—conversations that challenge us.
This is what motivates SCCAP
to organize provocative actions in
an attempt to jump-start discourse
that reaches the larger student
body. A student body who is, hopefully, willing to admit that the roses
and palm trees are a constructed
paradise, not representative of the
real world.
Our longest and most noticeable provocation? The Mock Border
Wall. SCCAP, led by Kimy Grandi
and Meredith Anderson, spent
hours making posters and collaborating with groups on campus to fill
the wall with personal testimonials
and facts about immigration.
The wall is accompanied by a
week’s worth of events educating
the Santa Clara community about
the perils, complexities and loneliness involved in the immigration
process.
The goal is to humanize the
issue—to create empathy for the
experiences of many of our class-
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The Mock Border Wall, set up annually as a demonstration by the Santa Clara Community Action Program, features testimonials and
facts on immigration across its entire length. This year, it was situated in front of Swig Hall and was met with mixed reactions.

mates, professors and on-campus
workers—as well as larger immigrant communities in the United
States.
Over the past week, the wall blew
over two times, the second time
trapping one of my SCCAP peers
underneath it. Her instinct was to
run towards the fence when she saw
it precariously wobbling.
One woman cannot prevent a
200 feet long, six feet high fence
from toppling over when the wind
has set its mind to the task—that
sure didn’t stop her from trying.

This obstinate determination with a
dash of naivety is what allows those
working towards social justice on
this campus to persist even if it involves being crushed beneath wire
and posters.
The instability of the wall is eerily metaphoric of its current role
on campus.
In many ways, the wall isn’t as
necessary as it used to be. If you
opened any major news publication
within the last week, I can guarantee you saw at least one headline
concerning migrants, solidifying

immigration as one of the pivotal
social justice issues of our time.
Yet, this gives the wall a new purpose, evolving our activism with the
changing political sphere.
Immigration Week is less now
about awareness and more about
empathy, an understanding of why
people choose to immigrate and
the many broken aspects of the immigration system. Then we must
challenge Santa Clara students to
understand how all of our political
views play into the national conversation.

The Mock Border Wall forces
students to engage with social
justice issues by walking around
the wall—whether they want to or
not—for five days. When we are provocative, pushing ever-so-slightly
on our Santa Clara bubbles, SCCAP
receives criticism and administrative push back—as we should.
One comment that stuck with
me was,“I don’t pay 65k a year to
walk around a f***ing fence.”
Hearing this, I shook my head
and mumbled something about entitlement and privilege—my own
classic leftist response. As I let this
comment stew, I realized what really bothered me wasn’t the entitlement the student expressed but the
idea that we are on this campus to
be comfortable.
A good education should not be
comfortable.
I came to this university in order
to experience something new, to be
surrounded by a spectrum of political views and people who have had
different life experiences. I crave
that my education pushes back on
my belief systems. I’m here to have
arguments with peers, friends, professors and parents alike.
Educating ourselves isn’t solely
about getting a job—our 65k tuition
should be for an education that
challenges us. We should be willing
to get (metaphorically) crushed by
a fence to defend our beliefs while
being just as willing to think critically about them. Only then will we
be able to take full advantage of our
education and the academic bubble
that envelopes us.

Marisa Rudolph is a senior political
science and environmental science
double major.

Emma Stinson

Our Adjunct Professors Deserve Rights
A
pproximately 20 students showed up
to the student senate meeting on May
3 to discuss their thoughts on a pertinent campus issue: whether or not they support adjunct professors’ right to form a union.
Sam McNeal, Associated Student Government Pro-Tempore, and I, the program
coordinator for Labor Action Committee,
presented this resolution after crafting it for
weeks, in collaboration with a few adjunct
professors and discussions with the Provost
office.
Whether or not this resolution is approved
by senate could influence the administration’s
decision to collaborate with union representatives to facilitate a vote.
While any ASG resolution is not binding,
it forces the university to take into account
that the majority of the student body supports
adjunct professors having the right to free
speech—the right to vote.
The unionization would allow adjunct
professors to “have a voice at the table,” said
Dr. Angela Holzmeister, one of the adjunct
professors on the organizing committee.
“We are critical to this university, and we
think it is reasonable to ask for a voice,” she
told the senate.
Currently, all changes to adjunct profes-
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as Georgetown, Tufts and Duke—demonstrate
that there is no correlation between tuition
increase and unionization.
Here’s the thing: the administration has
a budget, and they choose to allocate funds
to certain things (like facilities or student
instruction).
Student instruction should be the single
top priority in terms of funds. It’s in the mission statement of the university: “making
student learning our central focus.”
The students also voiced concerns about
our professors going on strike. “When it comes
to bargaining, everyone needs an ‘or-else.’ For
unions, the ‘or-else’ is a strike,” voiced David
Warne, a student senator, unsure of whether
supporting the professors’ right to vote would
be in the best interest of his constituents.
One of the professors refuted this concern saying that strikes are “vanishingly
rare.” There has yet to be a professor strike
at any of the unionized universities around
the country.
My Santa Clara professors have been responsive, supportive and knowledgeable—allowing me a world class education. I believe
they are the number one determinant of the
quality of my education.
Their dedication to my own and my peers’

sors’ contracts occur from the top down, without consideration of their voices. This lack of
freedom of speech and self-determination is
problematic for the university’s social justice
mission and Jesuit ideals.
Refusing their employees’ request for selfgovernance is in direct opposition to the fundamental principles in the mission statement.
The main goal of these adjunct professors
is to work with the administration to negotiate and improve the situation of the lecturers
to achieve better benefits, more job stability
and a livable wage.
The lack of these, Holzmeister mentioned,
has lead several of her colleagues to seek work
elsewhere. The more reform the system gets,
she argues, the more attractive our university
will be to the best and brightest professors.
Student education is directly affected by the
position of our adjunct professors.
At the senate meeting, several student
groups brought up two main counter-arguments to the professors’ request. These students are concerned about the possible spike
in tuition that could accompany higher wages
for our professors, something that no Santa
Clara student wants to hear.
Yet, an analysis of universities that have
experienced unionization of adjuncts—such
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education sets Santa Clara apart from larger
research institutions. They are supporting us
every day, so why don’t we show up and support them in turn? Our adjuncts are simply
asking us to have their backs as they exercise
their right to vote.
The adjunct professors deserve to have
their voices heard. Maybe they will choose
to unionize or maybe they will decide now is
not the right time.
But that choice, that opportunity, should
be theirs to make.

Emma Stinson is a sophomore political
science major.

Articles in the Opinion
section represent the views
of the individual authors
only and not the views of
The Santa Clara or Santa
Clara University.

For questions or submissions...

Email our Opinion Editor at
opinion@thesantaclara.org

STANDINGS
Baseball
Team
Pepperdine
Saint Mary’s
San Francisco
Gonzaga
Loyola Marymount
Portland
San Diego
Brigham Young
Santa Clara
Pacific

Overall
26-18-0
29-18-0
25-24-0
24-20-0
21-24-0
17-25-0
21-28-0
19-24-0
22-24-0
19-26-0

WCC
11-1-0
11-1-0
9-6-0
4-11-0
2-10-0
2-10-0

Overall
33-20-0
29-20-1
21-27-0
25-27-0
14-32-0
7-36-0

SCU 12 UOP 4
Santa Clara tied up the series with
a 12-4 win against the Tigers with
four runs in the first and second innings. Dicochea and senior Joe Becht
had early back-to-back singles. The
Broncos also scored twice in both
the sixth and eighth. Junior Luke
Martin-Resnick came in for relief
in the seventh and ended the game
with three scoreless innings.

WCC
8-1
7-2
7-2
6-3
5-4
3-6
3-6
3-6
2-7
1-8

Overall
14-7
18-6
17-5
13-6
13-9
6-17
7-16
10-9
4-16
4-17

SCU 9 UOP 6
On Sunday afternoon, the Broncos posted a win against Pacific to
take the series. The game was tied at
6-6 during the ninth. A single from
senior Jake Brodt broke the tie, allowing Becht to score. The Broncos
had three different pitchers who, in
total, let in 13 hits and six walks. The
game ended in a win for Erlandson,
who pitched 1 ⅓ innings.
Santa Clara will face Loyola
Marymount University in a threegame series this weekend.

Men’s Tennis
Team
San Diego
Brigham Young
Loyola Marymount
Portland
Santa Clara
Pacific
Pepperdine
San Francisco
Gonzaga
Saint Mary’s

Women’s Tennis
Team
Pepperdine
Gonzaga
Loyola Marymount
Brigham Young
Saint Mary’s
Santa Clara
San Diego
Pacific
San Francisco
Portland

SPORTS BRIEFS

WCC
14-7-0
13-8-0
14-10-0
14-10-0
12-9-0
9-12-0
10-14-0
8-13-0
8-13-0
9-15-0

Softball
Team
Brigham Young
Loyola Marymount
Pacific
San Diego
Saint Mary’s
Santa Clara
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WCC
9-0
7-2
7-2
6-3
6-3
3-6
2-6
2-6
1-8
1-8

Overall
21-2
16-7
17-6
13-8
12-6
7-13
11-10
6-12
3-16
5-15

Baseball bests University of
the Pacific two games to one
SCU 3 UOP 7
STOCKTON, CALIF.—Santa Clara
led 3-1 during the first four innings,
scoring on an RBI from senior Grant
Meylan and a single from sophomore
Jason Dicochea. Junior John Cresto
posted a home run against the Tigers’
Shelby Lackey. Pacific took the lead
in the sixth, scoring twice. Redshirt
sophomore pitcher Freddie Erlandson took the loss for the Broncos.

SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS

Santa Clara Track & Field headed
to NCAA Regionals

Softball loses non-conference
game at Stanford

STANFORD, CALIF.—Redshirt senior
Joey Berriatua set the school record in
a steeplechase last Thursday night. Berriatua finished the night with a program
record of 8:52.04 at the Payton Jordan
Invitational and will be continuing on to
the NCAA Regional Meet. He is the first
Santa Clara runner to complete the event
in less than nine minutes.
First-year Zach Litoff finished in the
event in 9:06.27, taking 11th place.
SACRAMENTO, CALIF.—On Saturday,
the Broncos sent a larger team to the Sacramento State Open, where the women’s
team took fifth place and the men’s took
eighth. In the women’s 1,500 meter, junior
Bevin McCullough finished 10th, with firstyear Janie Nabholz close behind in 11th.
Santa Clara will travel to Los Angeles
this weekend to compete in the Oxy Invitational.

STANFORD, CALIF.—During the
last non-conference matchup of the
season, the Broncos fell 5-1. Stanford came back from their 10-game
losing streak. Sophomore Aubree
Kim took the loss, allowing four
runs. Junior Jordan Dawkins hit a
single with first-year Kat Sanchez
following with a double RBI. Sophomore Taylor Burns had a hit. Sophomore Hannah Russell and first-year
Samantha Johnson-Needham both
walked.
Santa Clara will play their final series of the year against Saint
Mary’s College this weekend, starting on Friday, May 11 at 6 p.m.
Contact Sophie Pollock at spollock@
scu.edu or call (408) 554-4852.

Houston Rockets Look to Blast Off
Warriors will fall
to the pressure of
Harden and Co.
Wylie Lowe

Associate Reporter

UPCOMING GAMES
Baseball
Loyola Marymount @ Santa Clara
Loyola Marymount @ Santa Clara
Loyola Marymount @ Santa Clara

Fri. 5/11 6:00 p.m.
Sat. 5/12 1:00 p.m.
Sun. 5/13 12:00 p.m.

Softball
Saint Mary’s @ Santa Clara
Saint Mary’s @ Santa Clara
Saint Mary’s @ Santa Clara

Fri. 5/11 6:00 p.m.
Sat. 5/12 12:00 p.m.
Sat. 5/12 2:00 p.m.

Men’s Rowing
Santa Clara @ Western Sprints
Santa Clara @ IRA Championships
Santa Clara @ IRA Championships
Santa Clara @ IRA Championships

Sat. 5/12
Fri. 6/1
Sat. 6/2
Sun. 6/3

TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

Sat. 5/12

TBD

Women’s Rowing
Santa Clara @ WCC Championships

Cross Country/Track & Field
Santa Clara @ Oxy Invitational
Santa Clara @ NCAA Championship

Sat. 5/12
Thu. 5/24-26

TBD
TBD

Men’s Golf
Santa Clara @ NCAA Championship
Santa Clara @ NCAA Championship
Santa Clara @ NCAA Championship

Mon. 5/14 4:00 TBD
Tue. 5/15 4:00 TBD
Wed. 5/16 4:00 TBD

After an MVP-caliber season, Rockets guard James Harden deserves a ring.
And given how well Houston has played
in the playoffs, this could be his year.
On Monday night, the local favorite
Golden State Warriors will travel to Texas to take on Harden and the Rockets,
beginning the most anticipated series
of these playoffs.
The Warriors are fighting to reclaim
the NBA Championship, which they
won last year and two of the last three
seasons.
Meanwhile, the Rockets have been
gearing up all year and specifically designing their team in preparation for
this series against the Dubs.
My prediction: Rockets in 7.
Houston’s hero, James Harden, left
Oklahoma City in 2012 to pursue his
dreams of becoming the superstar of
the Houston Rockets.
Six years later, he is exactly that—
having led his team to the playoffs every
year since he arrived. With this season’s
new acquisitions of Chris Paul, PJ Tucker and Luc Mbah a Moute, Houston has
finally built the team to dethrone the
Warriors.
The Rockets finished the 2017-2018
regular season 65-17, ranking first in
the Western Conference with the best
record in the league.
Harden led the league with 30.4 PPG
and dominated passing with 8.8 APG.
The key factor to Houston’s success
will come through a strong reliance on
Harden and his ability to get to the basket and free throw line.
Rockets starting center, 23-year-old
Clint Capela, finally blossomed this sea-
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The Houston Rockets, led by James Harden (right), look to beat the Golden State Warriors with their
improved defense and deep roster. With 65 wins, Houston had the top record in the NBA this season.

son into a monster rebounder and a great
paint defender. His defense and size should
win the paint battle, a major advantage for
the one seed.
Paul was on fire in the Western Conference Semifinals closing his final game in the
series with 41 points, 10 assists and seven
rebounds.
If he continues the success he has shown
thus far, it will be almost impossible to stop
the Harden-Paul duo. So many signs point
to a championship in the Rockets future,
and even Harden said on Tuesday, “This is
the year. For sure.”
Prior to the Western Conference finals,
The Rockets beat Golden State two out of
the three times the teams met this year.
The Warriors finished their regular season
58-24, seven games behind the Rockets but
still comfortably sitting in second place for
the playoffs.
Previous meetings in the playoffs have
resulted in the Warriors eliminating the
Rockets in two out of the past three seasons,
so this year will be no easy task.
The iconic power four (Steph Curry,
Kevin Durant, Klay Thompson and Draymond Green) will once again attempt to

dazzle the arena every night with their endless three-pointers and quick transitional
offense.
The battle between the notable defense
of Tucker, Mbah a Moute, and Capela and
the lights out offense of Curry, Durant, and
Thompson is sure to be the greatest factor
between how each game will play out.
The Warriors will have a few games of
domination from the three point line, but
overall the Rockets defense will deter the
best offense in the NBA.
If the Rockets are able to overcome the
dynasty that has dominated the Western
Conference for the past four years, they
still must face an even bigger threat in the
finals: LeBron James. While the Eastern
Conference Finals between the Celtics and
the Cavaliers will be an equally thrilling
series, I believe the true upset will occur
in the West.
Harden and his Rockets have been talking all year about how their team was built
to beat the Warriors. Let’s see if they can do
so when it counts.
Contact Wylie Lowe at rlowe@scu.edu or call
(408) 554-4852.
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The Ethics of Entertainment

Why MMA feels like
a multi-million dollar
brutality business
Kyle Lydon

Associate Reporter
It was around eight on a Friday night when
I walked into my friend’s living room and took
a seat on the couch. The baseball game we
had planned on watching was already in the
middle of the third inning and the broadcast
had gone to commercial.
My friend switched the channel and an
Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) fight
came on.
Two men were in the middle of the octagon, one on top of the other, with blood
splattered on the mat around them—like some
sort of barbaric Jackson Pollock painting. The
man on top was throwing punch after punch
at the man on the bottom, desperately trying to make his face look as much like Rocky
Balboa’s in “Rocky 2”.
I watched this scene for about 10 seconds,
then muttered to my friend, “Christ, will you
change the channel please? This is terrible.”
I can’t stand watching MMA fighting. Not
only do I think that being an MMA fighter
might possibly be the worst job on the planet,
but I genuinely think MMA fighting as entertainment is unethical. I’ll explain why.
For those unfamiliar, MMA stands for
Mixed Martial Arts, a form of fighting in
which techniques from numerous martial

arts disciplines are combined to beat one’s
opponent. Martial arts require a tremendous
amount of technicality, skill and discipline—
all of which I consider very admirable, as well
as very difficult.
I believe that every person should know
how to defend themselves, and studying martial arts is an effective way to do this.
But there is a difference between knowing
how to defend one’s self and using these skills
for an attack.
It is for this reason that I consider MMA
as entertainment to be unethical, not martial
arts themselves. MMA is a sport rooted in
violence. It is a sport that is won by beating
one’s opponent into submission.
It is a sport that is the foundation of a
multi-million-dollar business which rewards
participants who inflict the most damage on
their rivals. Yet, it is also a sport that people,
sometimes including myself, cannot seem to
look away from.
MMA’s fanbase has skyrocketed in popularity in the last 10 years, closing the gap on
the popularity of boxing according to a 2017
Washington Post-UMass Lowell poll.
It is easy to cheer for these fights. They are
incredibly entertaining. There are less rules
than in boxing, giving viewers the sense of a
more real fight in which anything can happen.
However, it is this feeling of knowing we
don’t want to look—and looking anyway—that
I want to address. I do not watch MMA often,
but when I see it, I get that uneasy sensation
I had that night while sitting on my friend’s
couch. I get the gut feeling that this is something I should not be supporting, no matter
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Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) is an Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) sport that combines martial arts
technique with violence to entertain their immense fanbase. However, MMA ethics are constantly in question.

how entertaining it is.
The dangerous part about this feeling is
that the more we watch violent sports and
the more we are exposed to violence as entertainment culture, the more normalized
it all becomes.
This is called the law of exposure, which
it essentially claims that the worldview we
expose ourselves to becomes the worldview
we normalize—whether consciously or not.
MMA as entertainment is unethical. It is
rooted in violence that strips away our human dignity.
Martial arts skills are important, but using
these skills as the foundation for an industry
that more closely resembles something that
should be found on the History Channel while
learning about gladiators of ancient Rome in-

stead of on ESPN does not uphold this dignity.
Of course, this argument may lead to people asking questions along the lines of, “Well,
if MMA is unethical, what about football or
boxing?”
My point is not to address how far the
line should be extended. Rather, it is to prove
that there should be a line somewhere and
to recognize how this line can be affected in
a negative way by what we choose to expose
ourselves to on a regular basis.
So that day, sitting on the couch in my
friend’s living room, we turned the channel
from UFC fighting back to baseball, where—
ironically—an all-out brawl took place.
Contact Kyle Lydon at klydon@scu.edu or call
(408) 554-4852.
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